
Life Is Precious
By Dr. Shelton Smith 

“I will praise thee; for I am fear fully and won -
der fully made; mar vel ous are thy works; and

that my soul knoweth right well”  Psalm 139:14.

he life which is given to each of us is a gift from God
Him self.  It is some thing so com plex in its com po si -
tion that we can not help but  be amazed by it.  It is so
pre cious as to be the very es sence of our ex is tence.

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nos trils the breath of life;
and man be came a liv ing soul” Gen. 2:7.

“Nei ther is wor shipped with men’s hands, as though
he needed anything, see ing he giv eth to all life, and breath
and all things” Acts 17:25.

The thief com eth not, but for to steal, and to kill, and
to de stroy; I am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abun dantly” John 10:10.

Let there be no mis take, and may there be no de nial;
life is some thing very, very spe cial – pre cious, in deed!

Chris tians Be lieve in a Cul ture of Life!

For the first two hun dred years of our ex is tence as a
na tion (1776-1973), Amer ica was a cul ture of life.  The in -
no cent and vul ner a ble were pro tected from any and all
who would harm them.

Both born and un born were shielded by the full weight 
of the law.  That all changed on Jan u ary 22, 1973.  When
the United States Su preme Court handed down its in fa -
mous Roe vs. Wade de ci sion, it le gal ized abor tion and
started a ho lo caust on the unborn.

Here we are forty years later, and, to date, fifty-five
mil lion ba bies have been butch ered in their moth ers’

wombs.  The kill ing of the lit tle ones goes on day and
night, year af ter year.

A Cul ture of Death Has Come to Re al ity!

Just three years af ter Roe vs. Wade (1976), Dr. C.
Everette Koop, who served as Pres i dent Rea gan’s Sur -
geon Gen eral (1982-1989) said, “Abor tion can not be a
Chris tian op tion, ex cept in the al most un heard-of ne ces -
sity of sav ing the mother’s life.   As we lose our con cept of 
the sanc tity of hu man life, the door is open for un lim ited
dan gers we will regret.”

Dr. Koop warned that so cial re forms ini tially de -
signed to re lieve the suf fer ing grad u ally could be come
“ac tive eu tha na sia” – the elim i na tion of peo ple who are
eco nom i cally un pro duc tive or eco log i cally un de sir able. 
Dr. Koop  took an equally tough stand against eu tha na sia:
“The pro long ing of life can not be a mat ter for courts to de -
cide but must re main with the field of trust between
patient and physician.”

Well, here we are in 2013, and Dr. Koop’s wise ob ser -
va tions have come and are com ing to re al ity.

1.  Abor tion con tin ues vir tu ally un checked.  About
100,000 un born ba bies will be aborted in Amer ica ev ery
month in 2013.

2.  In fan ti cide is now com ing into the na tional dis cus -
sion.  There are ad vo cates, a grow ing num ber of them,
who want to le gal ize the kill ing of born ba bies if, for some 
rea son, you are un happy with your child.

3.  Eu tha na sia is al ready front and cen ter!  De ci sions
about life and death are be ing made ev ery day in hos pi tals
and nurs ing homes all across the land.  If the “qual ity of
life” is at a high risk level, the phy si cian hud dles with the
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fam ily to make choices about
what to do and when to do it. 
Those de ci sions are of ten made
based on money avail able, what
the in sur ance will pay and the
level of pain a per son is
experiencing.

4.  Death pan els com ing?
Very likely it is the case.  The lib -
er als say no, but that prob a bly
means yes. A num ber of peo ple
who are very fa mil iar with the
Obamacare law say that the pro -
vi sion is in the law that will ef -
fec tively cre ate com mit tees
which will de cide who gets care
and who does n’t.  Of curse, it
will have a nice name, but the re -
sults will be the same.

If a com mit tee meets to de -
cide who gets med i cine or sur -
gery and who does n’t, it is a
death panel.

5.  The en ter tain ment in dus -
try seems pos sessed with vi o -
lence.  Mov ies, video games and
other forms of “en ter tain ment”
are con stantly bom bard ing the
cit i zenry with kill ing.  It de sen si -
tizes ev ery body and de val ues life 
in the minds of the peo ple.

Abor tion Is Mur der!

In 1979, Dr. John R. Rice
wrote in the … about abor tion. 
He said:

“The Su preme Court has
said that a baby be fore it is born,
is “a nonperson.”  No, that is sim -
ply an ex cuse of peo ple who
want abor tion on de mand.  And
the num ber of ba bies mur dered
far ex ceeds the num ber of Amer -
i can boys who died in the Viet -
nam War.   

The ac tive mur der ers are dis -
tin guished-look ing doc tors, men
re spected in their com mu ni ties,
be cause now the mur der has be -
come le gal.  These mur ders are
com mit ted in hospitals. 

But abor tion is mur der just
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the same!
We ought not to think that any woman is a good cit i zen 

or a good Chris tian or a trust wor thy friend if she has her
baby mur dered.  We ought not to think any doc tor who
helps in mur der for money is a trust wor thy doc tor or a
good moral man.

A few years ago, the best doc tors in Amer ica had hang -
ing on the walls of their of fices the Oath of Hip poc ra tes. 
They counted that oath their own, vow ing that they would
never help a woman abort a baby.

But now they are not true ei ther to Chris tian con vic -
tions or to eth i cal con sid er ations of many gen er a tions of
phy si cians.

Is the un born baby a per son?  Well, it is alive.  It has
hands and feet, a head, brains and a beat ing heart. It has
hid den in it all the ca pac ity of oth ers made in the im age of
God.  It is alive; then is it not a per son?

But some one says that the lit tle one, un til a month or
two be fore its birth, could not sur vive in the world by it -
self.  No, and it could n’t sur vive if it were six months old or 
a year old with out help.  Does that make it all right for a
mother to kill the baby who may be a nui sance?”

Oh, how right he was!  And how un think able it is when 
any one un der any cir cum stance starts plot ting the elim i na -
tion of the un born, the young, the el derly and oth ers who
are en trusted to our care.  

You may think me harsh when I de clare with out stam -
mer ing that these med i cally or ches trated deaths in the ster -
ile en vi ron ment of a hos pi tal or a nurs ing home are acts of
mur der – but murder it is!

Giv ing it an other name or cloak ing it in med i cal ter mi -
nol o gies does not lessen the fact that it is mur der!

We Will Not Be Si lent on These Is sues!

For forty hears, I have spo ken out loudly and of ten to
re buke the per pe tra tors of these das tardly deeds – and we
have no in ten tion of giv ing up or let ting up un til the kill ing
stops.

We are pro-life!  We op pose the death cul ture with ev -
ery fi ber of our be ing.

So, dear friends, dear ser vants of God, let’s preach the
Word of God.  Let’s get out the Gos pel.  Let’s win souls. 
Let’s build churches.  Let’s do all we can do to reach ev ery
per son we can in this year ahead.

But as we do, let’s stand up to be counted on these vi tal 
life-and-death is sues.

The lib er als now have the in tent to do to the el derly
what thy have done to the un born, and it is nearly within
their grasp.  Do it they will, if we do not stand up to them.

Life is pre cious!  It’s worth de fend ing!  Let’s not fail to 
give in our very best ef fort in 2013!

Taken from Sword of the Lord

Do We Love the Lord A LITTLE?
By Dave McCarrell, Pres i dent, 

Pa cific Gar den Mis sion

“LITTLE BY LITTLE, some Chris tians are grow ing a
“Lit tle” care less.  On Sunday morn ings they sleep a Lit tle
late, and come to church a Lit tle tardy.  Some doze a Lit tle,
lis ten a Lit tle to the ser mon and give a Lit tle in the of fer ing. 
Af ter dis missal, they ar gue a Lit tle, gos sip a Lit tle, and go
home and for get what Lit tle they heard, and act a Lit tle as if
they care Lit tle for the great est, grand est, ho li est, and most
pre cious priv i lege on earth – that of wor ship ing and serv ing
the Lord Je sus Christ.

I may have ex ag ger ated a Lit tle, but very Lit tle, and in
some things I may have omit ted a Lit tle, “O ye of Lit tle faith” 
(Matt. 6:30, 8:26, and 16:8).  “ …thou has been faith ful in a
very Lit tle ….” (Luke 19:17).  Yet a Lit tle while, and he that
shall come will come, and will not tarry” (Heb. 10:37).

Lit tle-by-Lit tle we can im prove a Lit tle by putt ing forth
a Lit tle ef fort in seek ing to over come a Lit tle evil.  Lit tle
evils do not re main Lit tle.  So a Lit tle thought given to Lit tle
things may pro duce a Lit tle im prove ment in a Lit tle time.”

Af ter read ing the above by an un named au thor, I was
chal lenged by the thought of the many Lit tle things I let dis -
tract me from the im por tant things God has for me.  I am
sure all of you, if hon est, would say the same thing  Then I
was chal lenged by the ul ti mate ques tion that our Lord asked 
Pe ter, and the ques tion we as be liev ers all must re spond to:
Pe ter do you love Me more than these things?” (see John
21:15-17).  In stead of these things, in our case, I be lieve
God is ask ing us, Do you love Me more than the Lit tle
things you have brought into your life?  Ex am ples could be
sports, TV, mov ies, ma te rial pos ses sions, homes, cars, ques -
tion able friends, etc.  What a great op por tu nity to ex am ine
what lit tle things are keep ing us from ex pe ri enc ing God’s
best for us.          Taken from PGM News

Well Said …

A leader has the great re spon si bil ity of go ing be -
fore and then get ting peo ple to fol low him.  Fol low ers 
must choose their lead ers care fully; then they should
pray con stantly for wise lead er ship.  A. W. Tozer once 
said, “Fol low no man who does not  have the oil of
God upon his forehead.”

There are many lead ers who are like the scribes,
know ing the Scrip tures back ward and for ward, but
there are few lead ers who are like the  proph ets who
see ahead.  A prophet at one time in Scrip ture was
called “a seer,” be cause he was one who “could see”
what God was go ing to do.

      Dr. Dan Reed, Acworth, Geor gia
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Ed i to rial 
RES

Mercy & Grace
“Do not with hold Your ten der mer cies from me, O LORD; Let Your lov ing kind ness and Your
truth con tin u ally pre serve me.  Oh, sat isfy us early with your mercy, That we may re joice and

be glad all our days!.”  (Psalm 40:11 & 90:14)

Of the ‘let ters’ that the Holy Spirit told (in spired) the Apos -
tle Paul to write; only the three to Tim o thy and Ti tus use the
fol low ing three-fold greet ing: “Grace, mercy, and peace.” 
The ‘oth ers’ use the more com mon “grace and mercy.”

No doubt as one pon ders (me di ates) on the won der of  God’s
‘mercy’ and ‘grace’; the ques tion will likely arise: Do the
Holy Scrip tures pin point where mercy ends and grace be gins 
or are these two mar vel ous doc trinal ‘truths’ in sep a ra ble? 
Per son ally, this ‘writer’ can not dis cern where mercy ends
and grace be gins; but for this ‘ed i to rial’ we are go ing to look
es pe cially at MERCY: which maybe is first?!

Oc ca sion ally, you hear peo ple say that in their opin ion we
have fa vor able weather or “we de serve it’ or ‘it is about
time”; as though God is some what ob li gated to our whims
and de sires.  But HE is not ob li gated to us NOR ac count able 
to us ei ther!  

A most de scrib able def i ni tion of mercy is, not get ting what
you de serve.  Mar tin Lu ther said “If we (I) got what I de -
served; I would be like a blade of grass” and I ques tion IF
we (I) would fair that well!

A good def i ni tion of grace would be: get ting what I don’t
de serve OR un mer ited fa vor or God’s Redemption At
Christs’ Expense.     

So berly med i tate on the fol low ing two verses found in John 
3:18 & 36.  “‘He who be lieves in Him is not con demned;
but he who does not be lieve is con demned al ready; be cause
he has not be lieved in the name of the only be got ten Son of
God.”  “He who be lieves in the Son has ev er last ing life:
and he who does not be lieve the Son, shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abides on him.’”  BUT by/for the GRACE
of God, I would be among the ‘many’ who are yet un der the
‘wrath’ of God.

Tech ni cally, I be lieve that ‘we’ who have ex pe ri enced Sal -
va tion in and through Christ Je sus; ac tu ally came to HIM
for mercy; as lost bank rupt ‘sin ners’ and God prom ised
when we come that way, HE will also give ‘us’ the gift of
Sal va tion.  Ephe sians 2:8-9 & Ti tus 3:5-7.  I will share with
you two other ex am ples: Luke 18:9-17, 17:11-19.

The BIBLE is a book of GRACE from Gen e sis 1:1 through
Rev e la tion 22:21.  Actually it is God’s mercy and grace that 
‘we’ even have a BIBLE!  A brief def i ni tion from the Dic -
tio nary of mercy is: “com pas sion or for bear ance shown esp. 
to an of fender or to one sub ject to one’s power.  A bless ing

that is an act of di vine fa vor or com pas sion.”  “In mercy and 
truth Atone ment is pro vided for in iq uity; And by the fear of
the LORD one de parts from evil.” Prov erbs 16:6.  Grace is
the “un mer ited di vine as sis tance given man for his re gen er -
a tion or sanc ti fi ca tion.  A vir tue com ing from God.”

Sin gu larly, a per son’s great est NEED is for give ness from a
thrice Holy and Just GOD!  Speak ing of a child of God, no -
tice: “who once were not a peo ple but are now the peo ple of
God who had not ob tained mercy but have ob tained mercy.
Be loved, I beg you as so journ ers and pil grims, ab stain from 
fleshly lusts which war against the soul,” 1 Pe ter 2:10-11. 
Here we see God’s prevenient GRACE (prep a ra tional
Grace) at work; work ing be hind the scene, in awak en ing us
of our need of mercy and for give ness from our liv ing God.

We who of the ‘house hold of faith’, in the days we are liv -
ing in; IF we are to see and ex pe ri ence God’s amaz ing
mercy and grace; must take very se ri ously this ad mo ni tion:
“For the time has come for judg ment to be gin at the house
of God; and if it be gins with us first, …” 1 Pe ter 4:17. Mar -
tin Lu ther shares that if we are not will ing to deal with SIN
the Bi ble is a closed Book!  “If My peo ple who are called by 
My name will hum ble them selves, and pray and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will for give their sin and heal their land.” 11
Chron i cles 7:14.

As ‘we’ face the stark na ked ‘Truth’, we re al ize that ev ery
in di vid ual per son who is yet un re gen er ate is only but a
‘heart beat OR breath’ from en ter ing a Christ less eter nity:
we need to ask our liv ing God for bold ness/cour age to ‘wit -
ness/preach the WORD (in love) be fore they leave this
jour ney of life for ever.

I am re minded of a guest speaker in a cer tain com mu nity
over hear ing a group of la dies pray ing for a very im moral
lady in their com mu nity.  He than asked these bur dened
Chris tian La dies if they had gone and talked to this per son
about her need of JESUS?  NO, but we have been ‘faith -
fully’ pray ing for her.

His re sponse was that while they were pray ing for her and
no one talks to her about JESUS; she will go to Hell!  As
you no tice ‘es pe cially’ in the book of Acts (not res o lu tions)
that they preached/tes ti fied the WORD where ever they
went!  I do not be lieve Sa tan will prompt you to wit ness/tes -
tify to your neigh bor, loved ones, friends about JESUS and
His shed blood for our sins( and theirs ).
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As I be gin to bring this ‘ed i to rial’ to a close, let me name
some sins from God’s huge cat a log of sins;and as we know
there are sins of com mis sion and sins of omis sion and  that
know ing sin ALWAYS hin ders or sep a rates the ‘sin ner’
from God.  It seems to me that it is so easy to let what we call 
‘Chris tian Lib erty’ be come a li cense/free dom, to sin; Grace
a pil low to sin upon.  “For you, breth ren, have been called
to lib erty; only do not use lib erty as an op por tu nity for the
flesh, but through love serve one an other.” Galatians 5:13. 
“I be seech you there fore breth ren, by the mer cies of God,
that you pres ent your bod ies a liv ing sac ri fice, holy, ac cept -
able to God, which is your rea son able ser vice.  And do not
be con formed (squeezed) to this world, but be trans formed
…” Romans 12:1 &2b.

Where should I start nam ing from the great list of sin that
God has in His vo cab u lary?  Well for now, I am go ing to
men tion mostly ac tion sins; not the in ner sins like: Fret ting,
anx i ety, worry, prIde, envy, jeal ously, lust, re bel lion, etc.
Now who would ever think of ‘Chris tian(s)’ steal ing?  But
how about withhold ing that which right fully be longs to
God?  That a form of steal ing!  Have you op posed butch er -
ing (abor tion) ‘in fants’ in their mother’s womb and voted
against the same?  How do you re spect (keep it holy) the
first day of the week?  (In the New Tes ta ment, the ‘Sab bath’
ev i dently is the first day of the week)!

Do you sub scribe to the ‘the ory’, that sin is sin to one per son 
but not nec es sar ily an other?  I be lieve what God calls sin is
‘uni ver sal’ and does not fluc tu ate. NOW there can be a dif -
fer ence in the for given sin ner’s life of how old they are in
Christ and  their sen si tiv ity to the Holy Spirit.   God does n’t
change the cross-bones on the poi son bot tle of sin.  “‘This is 
the cov e nant that I will make with them af ter those days say
the LORD: I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their
minds I will write them’”  He brews 10:16.  The more we are
‘filled’ (con trolled by) with the Per son of the Holy Spirit,
the more sen si tive ‘we’ will be come to ward sin; within and
with out.  How about ‘mod esty’, or be ing more con cerned
about the lat est fash ion/style?  Jer e miah 6:15-19, Mat thew
5:28: also visa versa.  Mar tin Lu ther shares so cor rectly in
re gards to ‘evil thoughts’:  “You can not keep a bird from
fly ing over your head; but you can keep it from nest ing in
your hair.”  So IF you ‘dress’ (im mod estly): whose is the
greater sin: the ‘dresser or the looker’?   

When Jo seph was falsely put into prison and was go ing to
ap pear be fore the king; he wanted to be clean shaven and
have clean clothes.  (I’m not against mus taches or breads;
but ap pear ance/re spect/rev er ence as ‘we’ come to wor ship
the King of kings and Lord of lords is in order)!  Man of ten 
quotes this say ing:  God looks upon the ‘heart’; but He also
said what is in the ‘heart’ co mes out!  

Is your ‘con gre ga tion’ be com ing mostly ‘en ter tain ment and 
fun’ with out your ob jec tion, or is a place where the WORD
is preached and prac ticed and a ‘house of Prayer’?  James

4:17.  What do you watch on TV, Video, DVD’s, etc? 
Again of ten it is said it is not good for chil dren; but if it is
not good for chil dren: likely nei ther is it good for your
EYES, ei ther!  Psalm 101:3 

Well we could con tinue to go on; but let me sum ma rize
this way: SIN should be to the born again per son like
‘waste prod ucts’ are to the nat u ral body; get rid of it!
Romans 7 and Galatians 5:13-26.    Mar tin Lu ther spoke
of how the old Adam (na ture, flesh,) needs to be
drowned daily; but he found out that the old na ture
knows how to swim!  “One who turns away his ear
from hear ing the law, Even his prayer is an abom i na -
tion” Prov erbs 28:9.  Hans Neilsen Hauge men tions that
as a ‘be liever’ I am re moved from the con dem na tion of
the LAW; but not com pli ance to the LAW.  Romans 8:1.

Prayer fully, the Per son of the Holy Spirit has been per -
mit ted to do a work now in our hearts; we NEED to Look 
to the LAMB OF GOD (Old Tes ta ment: shadow, the bra -
zen ser pent), Isa iah 1:18, Mat thew 1:21.

I don’t know how many of you have that ‘lit tle’ plaque
with the ‘sticks’ point ing in dif fer ent di rec tions: but as
you get your ‘fo cus’ in the right po si tion – you see the
Name JESUS, who is the An swer!  “‘Look to Me, and be 
saved …’” Isa iah 45:22. 

Does the fu ture for our church, com mu nity, state and
USA look hope less then?  Ab so lutely not as Chris tians
are like a rud der is to a ship!   Abra ham was only one per -
son at the time of Sodom and Go mor rah.  How many
were Jo nah, Eli jah, etc.?

OH you will be called ‘old-fash ioned’, ‘square’, ‘le gal is -
tic’, ‘nar row-minded’ etc., BUT when you see what is at
stake, is that ask ing too much of you?  Je sus says: ‘Take
up thy cross and fol low me’.  11 Tim o thy 3:12: “Yes,
and all who de sire to live godly in Christ Je sus will suf -
fer per se cu tion.”  Je sus said: Mat thew 10: 34 & 38,
John 7:43.  “He who cov ers his sins will not pros per,
But who ever con fesses and for sakes them will have
mercy.” Prov erbs 28:13.

Please pon der on ‘Jo seph’ in the Old Tes ta ment for ex -
am ple: Gen e sis 39:7-23.   Re mem ber not even one sin
will ever en ter Heaven - only For given SINNERS.  OH
HOW I NEED MERCY, GRACE and FORGIVENESS 
CONTINUALLY:  I need JESUS!

“I, even I, am He who blots out your trans gres sions for
My own sake; And I will not re mem ber your sins.” Isa -
iah 43:25.  “Through the LORD’S mer cies we are not
con sumed, Be cause His com pas sions fail not.  They
ae new ev ery morn ing; Great is Your faith ful ness.’”
Lam en ta tions 3:22 - 23a.

“Surely good ness and mercy shall fol low me All the
days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the
LORD For ever.” Psalm 23:6.



From Our Fellowship Circle

E. G. Stony Plain, Al berta, Can ada
I must tell you I was ab so lutely ex cited when I read the ar -
ti cle by Pas tor Jim Haga – “En ter tain ment Evan ge lism.”  I
passed this on to many peo ple who whole heart ily agreed
with you.

I praise God for peo ple like you, who want to pro claim the
Truth to day.  We have churches up here  that give away
FREE – cars at Christ mas time, at Easter they spread the
whole town with Easter eggs and ev ery one goes out to
find them.  There are car washings, si lent auc tions & you
name it.  I thought Je sus cleansed the tem ple of the money
chang ers and up set ev ery thing be cause His House should
be a house of Prayer!

I am a born again be liever, grew up in a Lu theran church,
but like Pas tor Haga said, the Phar i sees forced me out
when I be came a dif fer ent per son....  I share with my fam -
ily that I know that when I die, I will be in Heaven in the
pres ence of the Lord.  Ev ery one of them an swers “You
can’t know that, you can only hope to get there.”

WHY? Be cause like me they are still trust ing in their own
works to save them; …  How tragic as we see the ‘blind
lead ing the blind!’  

Please con tinue the good work you are do ing and thanks
again for boldly speak ing out the truth in the above men -
tioned ar ti cle.  Thanks again Pas tor Haga and all of you at
Morn ing Glory.  May God bless you abun dantly.   

G. R. N. Owatonna, MN
I am en clos ing a check for the amount of $... and want to
thank you for a great mag a zine.  I al ways read it from be -
gin ning to end.

J. & G. Y. Web ster, SD 
We are en clos ing a gift for the con tin u ance of the Morn ing 
Glory in mem ory of our fa thers’ birth days. 

It is with great joy to day to know that they are with Je sus
in Heaven and with other loved ones who also knew
JESUS as their per sonal Sav ior and that one day we’ll see
them when we get there as well.

May God’s Bless ings be with you now and al ways as you
pro claim His Won der ful Word...

We re mem ber you in our prayers ev ery day!  (Ed i tor: 

Thank you and praise the LORD as we  APPRECIATE so
much to be up held ‘daily’ in Prayer be fore the THRONE
OF GRACE!)

J. & L. M  Burnsville, MN
En closed is a check for $... for my sub scrip tion to Morn -
ing Glory and a gift sub scrip tions to the two fol low ing, as
I en joy the mag a zine so much and want oth ers to ben e fit
also.

God bless your con tin ued min is try.

H. D. H. For est City, IA
Greet ings in the Name of our Al mighty Lord and Sav ior
Je sus Christ.  May He bless you all his ser vants at Morn -
ing Glory!  My love I send in His Holy Name.

Gift en closed.
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Just Stand Up and Spell It Out!

 J. H. Dampier

A man start ing in the fish busi ness hung out a
sign that said, “Fresh Fish for Sale To day” and in -
vited his friends to the open ing.

All con grat u lated him on his en ter prise, but one
sug gested his sign might be im proved.  Said he,
“Why the ‘To day’?  Of course it’s to day - not yes ter -
day or to mor row.”  So the fish monger re moved the
word.

An other said “Why the ‘for Sale’?  Ev ery body
knows that, else why the store?” and off came the
words.

An other com plained, “Why the word ‘Fresh’? 
Your in teg rity guar an tees ev ery fish to be fresh.”

Fi nally, only “Fish” re mained, but an ob jec tor
said, “Why the sign?  I smelled your fish two blocks
away!” 

The church that tries to sat isfy ev ery body ends
up pleas ing no body.

Put up your sign and stand by it!

              Se lected.
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Questions/Answered
by Dr. Curtis Hutson

We re ceived a ques tion from a reader about why The
New World Trans la tion, the book the Je ho vah’s Wit nesses
use for their Bi ble, changes the word “God” in re fer ring to
Je sus in 1 Tim o thy 3:16.

They make this change pri mar ily be cause they deny the 
de ity of Christ, and this verse is a prob lem for them the way
God wrote it.  But the fact that they made this change does
not mean that they were right to do so.  Nor does it lessen
the im pact and the mean ing of the verse.

“And with out con tro versy great is the mys tery of god li -
ness: God was man i fest in the flesh, jus ti fied in the Spirit,
seen of an gels, preached unto the Gen tiles, be lieved on in
the world, re ceived up into glory.”  1 Tim. 3:16.

This verse is filled with the fact that Je sus is God in car -
nate.

A mys tery in Scrip ture is a pre vi ously hid den truth
which, de spite its rev e la tion, still con tains a su per nat u ral
el e ment.  The mys tery of god li ness is the truth that Je sus
Christ was God and that, as the in car nate full ness of the
God head, He em bod ied all divine wisdom and power.

This verse shows the eter nal ex is tence of Je sus Christ. 
He nei ther be gan at birth nor ended at Golgotha.  Beth le -
hem was the point at which He showed Him self to man in
or der to ful fill the mis sion of re demp tion.  He made His ap -
pear ance to man in a hu man body.  The feet that walked the
shores and Sea of Gal i lee were the very same ones that
walked in the fi ery fur nace with His faith ful ser vants in
Dan iel 3.

“God was man i fest in the flesh” is a sim ple dec la ra tion
of the in car na tion of the Son of God.

Next, “jus ti fied in the Spirit” shows that af ter He was
de liv ered up to death be cause of our of fenses and was
raised again for our jus ti fi ca tion (Rom. 4:25), God, the Fa -
ther, sig ni fied His ac cep tance in the Spirit by rais ing Him
from the dead.

He was “seen of an gels.”  Surely they had watched His
de par ture to earth and the events of His life un til He was
placed in the tomb, but per haps this is say ing that God sent
them to roll the stone away from His grave, mak ing them
the very first to see the risen Christ.  What a re port they
must have given con cern ing their er rand to the tomb!

“Preached unto the Gen tiles” – Je sus did not die for
the Jews only, but for all the peo ple of the world.  This news 
was a part of the Great Com mis sion that Je sus had given to
His dis ci ples be fore He left the earth.

He was “be lieved on in the world” –  not be lieved
about or ac cepted as his tor i cal or ac knowl edged to have
spir i tual power, but be lieved on.  That sig ni fies per sonal

aban don ment to the Sav iour.  Thank the Lord for mil lions
who have be lieved on Him in this world!

Last, He was “re ceived up into glory.”  Yes, He was re -
ceived up into Glory.  He lit er ally went up into the heav ens.  
He was seen by His dis ci ples as He went up (Acts 1).  What
joy must have awaited Him in His Home!  And be cause He
was re ceived up into Glory lit er ally, He will come back to
earth lit er ally.

Taken from Sword of the Lord

Ed i tor’s Note:  Sug ges tion!  WHEN of the ‘many’ false
proph ets in the world to day show up at your door (Namely
a Je ho vah Wit ness in mind right now): likely they will want 
to speak to you about what is cur rently hap pen ing OR the
fu ture; ASK them to pray with you be fore you have any dis -
cus sion.  THEY won’t ‘pray with you’ be cause they do not
be lieve in a Truine (Trin ity) God head; so what’s the use to
dis cuss ‘the ol ogy’ when they re fuse to be lieve the en tire
BIBLE (just like the Scribes in the New Tes ta ment)??  God
is our Eter nal FATHER; thus has an Eter nal SON!  Gen e sis
1:26, John 1:1-3, 14, 17:5, 17:24, Mat thew 28:19, 11 Co -
rin thi ans 13:14, Galatians 1:1-5 & Colossians 1:16-17
(as ex am ples).   

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

I Didn’t Know You 
Were So Emotional

“Nurse, will you come in here and mea sure the mass in
that bowl there?”

“Yes, Doc tor.”
The nurse walked to a bowl at a ta ble in the sur gery

room of a Los An geles hos pi tal.  She looked down and
gasped.  Her stom ach churned.  She be gan to weep. 

There was a per fectly formed child seven inches long -
hair on the head, fin ger nails, eyes, nose and mouth.  The
body was still warm.  

The doc tor came over. “Are you ill?” he asked the
nurse.

She wept; her body shook.  “That’s a child!  How can
you say that’s not a child?” she asked.

“I did n’t know you were so emo tional,” the doc tor re -
marked.

“How can you say that’s not a child?”
“I don’t know,” he snapped.  “I never look.”
That’s the way the game is played.  The name of the

game is abor tion.
Pro-Life-Line



TOGETHERNESS/UNION!
To day I am so happy to have my real life friend Sara

shar ing with you about how Sara and I en larged our fam ily 
through a very unique cir cum stance!

Chil dren have al ways been a strong de sire on my
heart.  So, af ter my hus band Doug and I had our daugh ter
Grace, we were given an other trea sure (In her i tance):
Luke.  We felt so blessed.  God had given us two gifts be -
yond what we de served.  We were so grate ful!  We knew
our fam ily was com plete.  I al ways told peo ple that God
gave me two hands and two chil dren to hold onto.

How ever, when Luke was about to start Kin der gar ten, 
God started a new work ing in our hearts.  We knew that we 
had more love to of fer chil dren.  That is when we de cided
to try fos ter parenting.  We were ner vous about the
changes that were ahead of us, but we placed this con cern
also in the hands of God, who wants con trol.  We had
agreed that one or pos si bly two sib lings would work well
for us.  Our li cense worker asked if we would ev ery con -
sider tak ing a sib ling group of three?  I quickly an swered,
“NO!”  Doug said, “I guess we could work it out.”  I re -
mem ber es pe cially one night in our de vo tions my hus band 
prayed, “Lord, give us the right chil dren that we can help.”

It is so ‘spe cial’ when we know JESUS as ‘our’ per -
sonal Sav ior, how God lis tens.  God knows!  God cares! 
We be came fos ter par ents within 24 hours of get ting li -
censed.  Our first fos ter child was with us for 2 weeks. 
The day she left I picked up a 14 month old (Adrian) and a
2 month old (Arianna).  Within a month, their 26 month
old brother (Jo seph) joined us.  Our fam ily had been out of 

the di a per stage for a while, but now we had three in di a -
pers again.  Life changed!

Ear lier that year we de cided to buy a more fuel ef fi -
cient ve hi cle and bought a car in stead of a van.  So when
the three fos ter chil dren came, we drove two ve hi cles
wherever we went.  Af ter a few months, we switched to a
van as we re al ized we did n’t un der stand the size of God’s
bless ings!

The thought of adop tion was al ways a pos si bil ity, but
we al ways said that God wants them with their birth fam -
ily first.  I re mem ber the day their birth mom de cided she
needed to give up her pa ren tal rights.  She cried and my
heart broke for her.  I thanked her for self lessly giv ing a
great gift for her chil dren.  When we be came aware that
adop tion was a pos si bil ity, we started pray ing more.  The
kids’ birth mom and grandma met with us and asked us if
we would adopt the chil dren.  They gave us three won der -
ful gifts!

We fi nal ized our adop tion in July of 2011.  Af ter leav -
ing the Court House Doug said, “I feel like we owe their
par ents to raise them well.”  I will ad mit that at first, I did -
n’t think that made sense.  “I did n’t owe them!  They
messed up!”  Yet, that is what un con di tional live is.  Jo -
seph re cently said to me, “Mom, I did n’t get to be in your
tummy, did I?”  I an swered, “No, Jo seph you were in your
other Mommy’s tummy, but I get to have you in my heart
for ever!”  He just smiled!  I AM BLESSED! 

Our chil dren do visit with their birth fam i lies on oc ca -
sion.  I be lieve that God has blessed them with many peo -
ple to love them.  I know that there will be chal lenges and
more ques tions in the fu ture, but I know that God will give 
us the wis dom and guid ance we need. 

“Now to Him who is able to do ex ceed ingly abun -
dantly above all that we ask or think, ac cord ing to the
power that works in us” Ephe sians 3:20.

Our lives are in God’s hands.  I am so thank ful for
that!  I know that from the be gin ning, God knew that Jo -
seph, Adrian and Arianna would be en trusted to ‘us’ and
be come ‘our’ chil dren.  They were won der fully formed
and brought into this life by our Heav enly Fa ther for ap
pur pose.  We are priv i leged to be able to watch as His pur -
pose un folds!  He has blessed me much more than I could
have ever imag ined!

Doug & Sara Taylor, Thompson, ND

Ed i tor’s Note:  What a priv i lege, bless ing and fel low ship
to have known Sara’s godly par ents years be fore Sara was
brought into this world!  Her Dad went ‘Home’ to be with
JESUS some years ago!  God tells es pe cially godly
(Chris tian) par ents to: Gen e sis 1:26-28, 9:1, 35:11, Psalm
127:3-5, 128.
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Dollars and Sense!

A me chanic can take $5.00 worth of ma te rial
and make it worth $50.00.  That’s skill.

The gov ern ment can stamp a piece of pa per,
and it be comes a $100.00.  That’s money.

An art ist may take a cheap can vas and paint a
pic ture worth $10,000.00.  That’s art.

A rich man may sign his name to a check and
make it worth a mil lion dol lars.  That’s cap i tal.

God can take a sin ful life, trans form it, ready
it for Heaven and make it an as set to hu man ity.

That’s Sal va tion!

Se lected



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

President Condemns Rights of Christian
Military Chaplains

Pres i dent Barack Obama …signed the $633 bil lion
de fense bill into law, but ….crit i cized one of its pro vi sions 
pro tect ing con science rights.

The pro vi sion ex empts chap lains from cer e mo nies
like same-sex wed dings that they op pose based on their
faith.

It also says the mil i tary can not pun ish chap lains or
other ser vice mem bers for their re li gious be liefs and must
ac com mo date them un less the in di vid ual’s speech or ac -
tions threaten good or der and dis ci pline.

In a sign ing state ment, Obama called the con science
pro vi sion “un nec es sary and ill-ad vised: and said his ad -
min is tra tion re mains com mit ted “to pro tect ing the rights
of gay and les bian ser vice mem bers.”

OneNewsNow.com

DAR officials Say No More Jesus

A re port on Fox News Jan u ary 3, 2013 stated that
many mem bers of the Daugh ters of the Amer i can Rev o lu -
tion are out raged that the DAR of fi cial book has re moved
the name of Je sus from its prayers, po ems and other ref er -
ences.  Those pro test ing were told the changes were made
so non-Chris tians will not be  of fended.  The de ci sion was
made with out a vote or the ap proval of the DAR’s 170,000 
mem bers.  “They are ne gat ing our his tory,” one lady told
Fox News.  “This coun try was blessed by God Him self. 
Most of our Found ing Fath ers had Bi bles in their hands
and Je sus in their hearts, and there fore Amer ica be came
what Amer ica is to day.”                                                   Se lected.

Ed i tor’s Note:  It seems that it makes no dif fer ence to day if 
Chris tians are of fended!

“Scientists Are Barking Up The Wrong
Tree,” Says Los Angeles Film Producer

A best-sell ing au thor and Los An geles – based film
pro ducer says that sci en tists are mis guided in their search
for an evil gene in Adam Lanza.

Ac cord ing to Brit ain’s Daily Mail,  sci en tists are
study ing the DNA of Sandy Hook killer Adam Lanza,
look ing for an “evil” gene.  The study is said to be the first
of its kind, and it will look closely at any ge netic ev i dence
for (what caused) the kill ing of 20 chil dren and six staff

mem bers at Sandy Hook El e men tary School, as well as
the mur der of his own mother.

…Ray Com fort said, “These sci en tists can’t see the
for est for the trees, and this is what hap pens when there is
a clash of two world-views.  Sec u lar hu man ity says that
man kind is ba si cally good, and if some one does some -
thing evil (such as mass mur der), they’ve gone off the
rails. There must there fore be a rea son for the moral fail -
ure.  Per haps he was bul lied as a youth, did n’t have a fa -
ther fig ure, lost his job or was jilted by a girl friend.  When
that did n’t fit this pro file, sci en tists de cided to go on a ri -
dic u lous search for an ‘evil’ gene, so that the gene can be
blamed.”

Christian Newswire  

Obama Administration Gets Court’s ok
To Force Hobby Lobby Owners to Violate 
Their Religious Principles!

Da vid and Barbara Green are com mit ted Chris tians
who own over 500 Hobby Lobby stores in 41 states.  The
stores are closed on Sun days so their em ploy ees may
spend time with their fam i lies.  When the Green fam ily
dis cov ered that Obamacare would re quire them to in clude
ster il iza tion drugs, con tra cep tives, and abor tion-in duc ing
drugs in their com pany’s in sur ance plan, they, like many
other busi nesses, ap pealed to the courts for re lief, claim -
ing their First Amend ment rights.  The Obama law yers ar -
gue that such rights don’t ap ply to for profit cor po ra tions. 
The Greens lost.

A fed eral ap peals court, the 10th Cir cuit Court, and
even Obama-ap pointed Su preme Court Jus tice Sonia
Sotomayor have all re fused to grant an in junc tion that
would keep the Greens from hav ing to vi o late their Chris -
tian con vic tions.  Con se quently, they face a fine of $1.3
mil lion per day.  The Green fam ily re spects the re li gious
con vic tions of all Amer i cans, in clud ing those who do not
agree with them  All they are ask ing is for the gov ern ment
to give them the same re spect by not forc ing them to vi o -
late their re li gious be liefs.

Ed i tor’s Note: How have we come to the place in Amer ica
where the First Amend ment ap plies only to some and not
to all?  If First Amend ment rights can be taken from the
Greens, is it not pos si ble that one day this pre cious right
may be taken from any one of us?

The Vine and Branches 
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Obama Administration Sued Over
Arranging Abortions for Illegals

A watch dog group has filed a law suit against the
Obama ad min is tra tion seek ing ad di tional in for ma tion re -
lated to its ar rang ing abor tions for il le gal im mi grants who
are de tained by cus toms of fi cials.

As LifeNews has re ported, the Im mi gra tion and Cus -
toms En force ment, the di vi sion of the De part ment of
Home land Se cu rity re spon si ble for en forc ing the na tion’s
im mi gra tion laws, is the agency that is pay ing for some
abor tions at tax payer ex pense and ar rang ing for the abor -
tions for the il le gal im mi grants.

The ICE de ten tion op er a tions man ual also says that il -
le gal alien de tain ees who are preg nant will be pro vided
with help not just for an im pend ing de liv ery but also in ob -
tain ing an abor tion.

Steven Erteit for LifeNews.com

Send forth thy sharp sickle, and gather the
clus ters of the vine of the earth; for her

grapes are fully ripe.  Rev. 14:18.

WE know that the peo ple of God may look for ward to
a com plete re demp tion from all evil; but Sa tan, sin, and
death, yea, ev ery thing and ev ery body that be long to them
are also mov ing to ward their goal.  As the an gels shall
gather all the saints of God into eter nal life, so shall also
the un godly (Ed. Those with out JESUS/GOD) be gath -
ered into eter nal death.

The evil and the good will not al ways dwell side by
side as they do now.  There will come a time when the evil
and the good shall be sep a rated so that no one there af ter
can pass over the bound ary.  When the an gel has gath ered
the clus ters of the vine of the earth, all those who love sin
and un be lief and live therein, shall be thrown into the wine 
press of the wrath of God; and the only drink in the land
into which the river of life does not flow, and where death
al ways is king, is the dregs of this fruit of sin.  Heaven will
have gath ered in ev ery thing that is of God into the king -
dom where life and light dwell: Sa tan and all that be longs
to him will be “cast  out into outer dark ness.”

Time is no more.  No clock brings tid ings of ap -
proach ing day, and no sound is heard that gives the slight -
est shadow of hope.

The way of life and the way of death are marked out
thus for us, and there are no other ways.

“Be hold, He com eth with the clouds; and ev ery eye
shall see Him.”  Happy he who then is a branch on the true 
vine; for him this har vest is life’s eter nal spring.

The dead in Christ shall first arise,

At the last trum pet’s sound ing.

Caught up to meet Him in the skies,

With joy their Lord sur round ing;

No gloomy fears their souls dis may;

His pres ence sheds eter nal day

On those pre pared to meet Him.

Taken from Thy Kingdom Come by Ludvig Hope;
Published by Augsburg Publishing House.

Ed i tor’s Note:  This ‘spe cific’ de vo tional book was given
to ‘us’ for ‘our’ wed ding al most 52 years ago!
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Lin coln’s Fis cal Leg acy!

* You cannot keep out of trouble by spending more
than your income.

* You cannot help the poor man by destroying the
rich.

* You cannot establish security on borrowed money.

* You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging 
thrift.

* You cannot lift the wage-earner by pulling down
the wage-payer.

* You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the
strong.

* You cannot help small men by tearing down the
big man.

* You cannot build character and courage by taking
away man’s initiative and independence.

* You cannot help men permanently by doing for
them what they could and should do for
themselves.

* You cannot further the brotherhood of man by
inciting class hatred.

We owe much to Abra ham Lin coln, whose birth -
day we cel e brate Feb ru ary 12.  The ten guide lines writ -
ten by him are ba sic prin ci ples of eco nom ics and sound 
fi nan cial pol icy.             Se lected



The Sev enth Pic ture

A man’s heart, who, af ter his con ver sion, know ingly and 
will ingly has gone back to a sin ful life and per mits sin

and Sa tan to rule.  

This sev enth pic ture vi su al izes a man’s in ner con di -
tion as Christ him self de scribes it in the Gos pel: “When
the un clean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through 
dry places, seek ing rest and find ing none, he saith, I will
re turn unto my house whence I came out.  And when he
com eth, he findeth it swept and gar nished.  Then goeth he,
and tak eth to him seven other spir its more wicked than
him self; and they en ter in, and dwell there; and the last
state of that man is worse than the first” (Luke 11:24-26).

What a hor ri ble sight.  Sa tan dwells, rules, and com -
mands in the heart which was once God’s tem ple and the
Holy Spirit’s dwell ing.  The old sins and abom i na tions are
back again.  The hor ri ble crea tures are again firmly es tab -
lished there and make havoc as if it were their own pos ses -
sion.  

How did it all hap pen?  The man did not ap pre ci ate the 
grace he had re ceived.  He ne glected to cleanse him self of
his for mer sins, and did not ex er cise him self in pi ety and
ho li ness.  He that does not go for ward will go back ward. 
Here there is no stand ing still.  Here one must ear nestly
strive to en ter the nar row gate, and firmly and boldly go
for ward on the nar row way.  He who does not ear nestly

hate sin, does not re nounce the world with its lusts, and
does not shun ev ery ac tion of sin will soon be drawn by
the devil’s cun ning, the sin’s en tice ments, and the world’s
plea sure, into their net.  Then will the words of the Apos tle 
be ful filled: “But it has hap pened unto them ac cord ing to
the prov erb, the dog is turned to his vomit; and the sow
that was washed to her wal low ing in the mire” (II Pe ter
2:22).  The thought less sin ner who ne glects watch ful ness
and yields to his sin ful de sires and in cli na tions falls back
into his old sins.

In the pic ture the Holy Spirit is seen for sak ing the
heart.  He can not dwell with the un clean heart and spirit. 
How can a heart be God’s tem ple and at the same time the
devil’s dwell ing?  

The an gel, rep re sent ing God’s grace, goes away sor -
row fully, but he holds up his hands to in di cate that Christ
still has com pas sion with the mis er a ble sin ner.  His po si -
tion in di cates that he might be say ing: “ ‘If thou hadst
known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which
be long to thy peace! But now they are hid from thine eyes’
(Luke 19:42).  God’s arms are still stretched out to thee,
and the Re deemer’s heart is open for thee.”  But the sin ner
does not lis ten.  He looks ar ro gantly at the world and
heeds noth ing, nei ther se cret sins, nor open trans gres -
sions.  He does not rec og nize the sins in his heart, nor does 
he see the abyss to ward which he is head ing.  Faith is
dead.  The star of hope has lost its light.  The god of this
world has blinded his mind.  

O back slider! Such is your con di tion when you have
once con fessed your sins, re pented of them, and tasted for -
give ness, but have not by God’s grace watched against sin.  
You have thrown your self again into the arms of evil.  The
devil and sin take a firmer hold and rage in you as their
help less slave.  

O friend!  Be on your guard so that you do not fall
back into the old ways and hab its.  If you have once re -
ceived grace, re nounced sin and Sa tan, de clared war on all 
vice, then con tinue for ever their sworn en emy and never
let them into your heart.  Pur sue the en e mies and flee from
them.  They will al ways re turn and seek to re cap ture their
old pal ace and de mand their old rights.  If you give them
room, the bat tle is lost, and your last state will be worse
than the first.  Put your trust in God.  He alone can sus tain
you and give you vic tory over your en e mies.  If you stum -
ble and fall, stand up again and fight manly! Never com -
pro mise with sin.  Al ways hold firmly to the Al mighty
hand of the Sav iour.  He can and will help you.  His arm is
not short ened.  He is the stron ger who can over come the
strong, take away Sa tan’s ar mor, bind him, and cast him
out.  He can set you free.  Why should you then any lon ger
let Sa tan pos sess your heart when it can be God’s holy
tem ple?
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PRAYER

O God! Thou art still my God, my Fa ther.  Thou hast
re deemed me.  Thou gavest me to Christ for righ teous -
ness, wis dom, and sanc ti fi ca tion.  Thou hast all power and 
do min ion in Thy hand.  Thou canst de liver me from sin,
death, and the devil, though I am their pris oner and slave!
Thou hast prom ised grace to the fallen, hence also to me. 
Thou wilt cast out no one, but ac cept all sin ners who come
to Thee!  Be hold me, and hear my cry! Be mer ci ful and
gra cious to me!  Thou canst and wilt res cue me.  No one
has fallen so deep into the abyss that Thou canst not pull
him back.  Pluck me out of Sa tan’s slav ery that sin may no
lon ger rule over me.  My heart be longs to Thee; Thou hast
bought it with Thy pre cious blood.  It is Thine, and Thou
canst not sur ren der it to any other.  Give me Thy light that
dark ness may van ish and Sa tan flee!  Grant me Thy grace
that sin may loose its power.  De stroy Sa tan’s power and
set me free!  AMEN.  

O For A Closer Walk With God

O for a closer walk with God, 
A calm and heav enly frame; 
A light to shine upon the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 

Re turn, O holy Dove, re turn, 
Sweet mes sen ger of rest; 
I hate the sins that made Thee mourn, 
And drove Thee from my breast.  

The dear est idol I have known, 
What’er that idol be, 
Help me to tear it from Thy throne, 
And wor ship only Thee.  

So shall my walk be close with God, 
Calm and se rene my frame; 
So purer light shall mark the road 
That leads me to the Lamb! 
          —W.  Cow per 

Taken from Mirror of the Heart, Author Unknown,
Copyright Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation

Ed i tor’s Note:  OR this text (Luke 11:24-26) could be
speak ing of a per son who is only awak ened Spir i tu ally,
but who was not gen u inely con verted!  A per son who  re -
al izes their NEED, but does not en ter through the Nar row
GATE .  See Mat thew 7:13-14, John 10:1-10.

This book is avail able for a sug gested do na tion of $3.00
plus 75¢ for ship ping.  Use the en ve lope in the cen ter to
or der.

THE LESSON
Read Romans 12:14-21 

“Do not be over come by evil, but over come evil
with good.” Romans 12:21

One sum mer I was at  a gath er ing of old high school
ac quain tances when some one be hind me tapped me on my 
shoul der.  As my eyes drifted over the woman’s name tag,
my mind drifted back in time.  I re mem bered a tightly
folded note that had been shoved through the slot on my
locker.  It had con tained cruel words of re jec tion that had
shamed me and crushed my spirit.  I re mem ber think ing,
Some body needs to teach you a les son on how to treat
peo ple!  Al though I felt as if I were re liv ing my ad o les cent 
pain, I mus tered up my best fake smile; and in sin cere
words be gan com ing out of my mouth.

We be gan to con verse.  A sad story of a dif fi cult up -
bring ing and of an un happy mar riage be gan to pour out of
her.  As it did, the words “root of bit ter ness” from He -
brews 12:15 popped into my head.  That’s what I’m feel -
ing, I thought.  Af ter all these years, I still had a deep root
of bit ter ness hid den with me, twist ing around and stran -
gling my heart.

Then these words came to my mind: “Do not be over -
come by evil, but over come evil with good”  (Rom. 12:21).

We talked.  We even shared some tears.  Nei ther of us
men tioned the long-ago in ci dent.  God taught some one a
les son that af ter noon – a les son of for give ness and of let -
ting go of bit ter ness.  He taught it to me.  

            Cindy Hess Kasper

Dear Lord, please help me not to har bor re sent ment
and bit ter ness in my heart.  Through the power 

of the Holy Spirit, en able me to let go of my 
bit ter ness and for give those who have hurt me.

Re venge im pris ons us; for give ness sets us free.

                           Taken from Our Daily Bread, 2012
Copyright, RBC Ministries, Permission Granted.

Ed i tor’s Note:  Scrip ture is very clear that, un less ‘we’ for -
give, nei ther shall ‘we’ be for given.  For give ness is a mat -
ter of the ‘heart/will, not emo tions!  “And be kind to one
an other, tenderhearted, for giv ing one an other, even as
God in Christ for gave you” Ephe sians 4:32.

12

Do Not Ask the Lord to Guide Your Footsteps
IF you are not willing to move Your FEET!



Rodney (Gipsy) Smith
Rodney (Gipsy) Smith (1860-1947) was one of the

most re mark able  preach ers of the nine teenth and twen ti -
eth cen tu ries.  He was also called to preach from al most
the mo ment of his con ver sion.  He and his fam ily were
gyp sies in Eng land, vir tu ally home less, but his fa ther had
ex pe ri enced an un usual con ver sion.  

Shortly af ter ward, on No vem ber 17, 1876, Rodney at -
tended cha pel and went for ward fol low ing the ser mon by
George Warner.  He heard some one whis per, “Oh, it’s only 
a gipsy boy.”

Run ning home, he told his fa ther that he had been con -
verted.  Though il lit er ate, he be gan car ry ing around a Bi -
ble, an Eng lish dic tio nary and a Bi ble dic tio nary, try ing to
learn to read them.  Peo ple laughed at him, but he said,
“Never you mind.  One day I’ll be able to read them, and
I’m going to preach too.  God has called me to preach.”

As he worked on his read ing, he be gan to prac tice
preach ing by go ing out into the fields and preach ing to the
tur nips.  At age sev en teen, he stood on a small cor ner near
his gypsy wagon and gave a brief tes ti mony.

It was his first at tempt at preach ing – but it was n’t his
last.  He be came a world wide evan ge list, preach ing to
thou sands at a time and car ry ing on his phe nom e nal min -
is try for sev enty years, un til his death at age eighty-seven.

Robert Morgan

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

“I will come again, and re ceive you unto my -
self; that where I am, there ye may be also.” 

John 14:3.

We who love the Lord Je sus shall be with Him in
glory.  Je sus went home to set The House in or der for us. 
Now He calls us one by one in death, but one day He shall
take all the rest who love Him at once.  That will be a great
day.

A mother told a story of her lit tle boy who had been in
church.  The choir sang, “When the Roll is Called Up Yon -
der, I’ll be There.”  The boy asked his mother what a roll
call was.  His mother said it was like a teacher call ing the
names of her pu pils to see that all were in school.  The lit -
tle boy said that if God should call out his name in Heaven, 
he would say, “Yes.”

That day the lit tle boy was taken ill.  He was un con -
scious for a long time.  Sud denly he called out, “Here!”

When his mother saw that his spirit had flown, she re -
al ized that he had an swered to his name in Heaven.

Oh, God, grant that our names, too, may be called
from the book in Heaven and that we may an swer, “Here.”  
We thank Thee, Lord, for the hope of an eter nal man sion. 
In Je sus’ name.  Amen.

When the trum pet of the Lord shall sound and time shall
be no more,

And the morn ing breaks, eter nal, bright and fair;

When the saved on earth shall gather over on the other
shore,

And the roll is called up yon der, I’ll be there.
Verses by per mis sion, Hope Publ. Co. 

Taken from the Family devotional book Altar Steps by
Pastor R. P. Haakonson 

This de vo tional, which is very clear on the way of Sal -
va tion and the Chris tian Life, is avail able from HLIF for a
do na tion of five dol lars, plus one dol lar for ship ping.  Use
the en ve lope in the cen ter of the mag a zine to or der.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

WHAT GOD SAYS

ABOUT

Horo scopes/Sor cer ess, As trol o gers, For tune Tell ers, the
Ouija Board, Palm read ing, witch craft/etc.

Ex o dus 22:18, Le vit i cus 19:31, 20:6, 26-27, Deu ter -
on omy 18:9-14, Isa iah 47, Jer e miah 27:9-10, Acts 8:9-13,
13:4-12, II Co rin thi ans 12:20-21, Galatians 5:19-21, Rev -
e la tion 9:20-21, 18:23-24, 21:8, 22:14-15. 

For a ‘child of God’ to par tic i pate in the same is an ab -
so lute NO, NO (In any form)!!  REMEMBER ,GOD does 
not change.  Malachi 3:6, Deu ter on omy 32:3-4, Psalm
119:89,  Prov erbs 30:5-6 and He brews 13:6.  (To fol low
such ‘prac tices’ is hea then).
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Notice How Precious!

“Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one
an other, And the LORD lis tened and heard

them; So a book of re mem brance was writ ten be -
fore Him For those who fear the LORD And

who med i tate on His name.” 

Malachi 3:16.



“Come now, and let us rea son to gether,” saith 
Je ho vah: “though your sins be as scar let, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they be red
like crim son, they shall be as wool.” Is. 1:18.

ONE might con sider it a forgone con clu sion that we
would lose if we men should meet God in court and con -
duct a suit against Him.  Still God prom ises us that we
shall win.  Even if we come into court with sins as red as
scar let and crim son, we shall de part as clean and white as
snow and wool.

How can that be?
It hap pens in this way that He who knew no sin was

made to be sin on our be half, so that we in Him may be
made righ teous be fore God.  Where fore he who goes to
court in Je sus’ name and stands there on His ac count, he is
al ready de clared not guilty in the su preme court.  Thus oc -
curs the great mir a cle that he who has no works to show
forth, but be lieves on Him who jus ti fies the un godly, be -
comes righ teous by his faith.

It is great for a crim i nal to re ceive grace, but he that is
jus ti fied ap pears be fore God as though he had never
sinned.  That is the way a sin ner is saved for Je sus’ sake. 
Should not this be enough to at tract ev ery sin gle sin ner to
God?

“For as through the one man’s dis obe di ence the many 
were made sin ners, even so through the obe di ence of the
one shall the many be made righ teous” Rom. 5:19.

Je sus, Thy blood and righ teous ness 
My beauty are, my glo ri ous dress;
Midst flam ing worlds, in these ar rayed,
With joy shall I lift up my head.

Taken from Thy King dom Come by Ludvig Hope

A Sa cred Tem ple

“Or know ye not that your body is a tem ple of
the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have
from God ? And ye are not your own, for ye

were bought with a price: glo rify God there fore
in your body.” 1 Co rin thi ans 6:19, 20.

Take note of what is writ ten here!

“For ye were bought with a price” with the pre cious
blood of Christ.  Ye are not your own”  so that yours is not
the priv i lege of do ing as you please with your body and
your soul, your heart and your thoughts.  But if you be -
lieve on Christ then your bod ies too are the tem ples of the

Holy Spirit.  As mys te ri ous as this is and as super-rea son -
able as this is that God’s Spirit shall dwell in you it is nev -
er the less just as true as God is truth ful.  “Shall I then take
away the mem bers of Christ, and make them mem bers of a
har lot?”  (1 Co rin thi ans 6:15).  In 1 Co rin thi ans 3:16, 17
we also read, “Know ye not that ye are a tem ple of God
and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?  If any man
destroyeth the tem ple of God him will God de stroy; for the
tem ple of God is holy, and such are ye.”

Hav ing had one’s sins for given re peat edly but one
finds the same sin re main ing it be comes too un rea son able
to be able to be lieve.  “No, it is un rea son able” man says. 
An other will say “I am for saken of God, and aban doned to 
an un re pen tant state of mind; I am lost.”

There fore, he who is be ing at tacked by sin must have
mas tered a unique art, namely that of per sist ing in faith, if
he is to be saved.  For af ter hav ing tried out all rules one
shall fi nally have to come to the con clu sion that no rule,
no vig i lance, no ab hor rence, no prayer, no strug gle avails
here.  Here avails only the won der ful faith which in the
midst of sin can take ref uge in the bosom of the of fended
God and only through the aton ing blood pos sess Him.

There is more to learn in this.  You have re ally learned
some thing when you can ac tu ally be lieve that, re gard less
of how se ri ous sin is, it is nev er the less re moved from you
and laid upon the Lamb of God.  You know then that these
sins that you see re sid ing in you in re al ity do not lie upon
you but are upon the back of Christ.  To be in pos ses sion of 
this knowl edge is to pos sess the might i est power with
which to set you free.

“For the joy of Je ho vah is your strength.”
(Nehemiah 8:10)

Taken from Thy Cross devotional 
by Carl Olof Rosenius

Ed i tor’s Note:  Romans 8:6 - 17.
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Oh, How Ironic!
The Food Stamp Pro gram, ad min is tered by the

U.S. De part ment of Ag ri cul ture, is ac tu ally proud of
the fact that it has dis trib uted in 2012 the great est num -
ber of free meals and food stamps ever.

Mean while, the Na tional Park Ser vice, ad min is -
tered by the U. S. De part ment of the In te rior, asks us:
“Please Do Not Feed the An i mals.”  Their stated rea son 
for the pol icy is be cause the an i mals will grow de pend -
ent on hand outs and will not learn to take care of them -
selves.                            Cop ied.



“In all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us.”   Romans 8:37

This is more than vic tory.  This is a tri umph so com -
plete that we not only have es caped de feat and de struc tion
but also have de stroyed our en e mies and won plun der so
rich and valu able that we can ac tu ally thank God for the
bat tle.  How can we be “more than con quer ors”?  We can
re ceive from the con flict a spir i tual dis ci pline that will
greatly strengthen our faith and es tab lish our spir i tual
char ac ter.  Temp ta tion is nec es sary to es tab lish and
ground us in our spir i tual life.  It is like the fierce winds
that cause the might ce dars on the moun tain side to sink
their roots more deeply into the soil.  Our spir i tual con -
flicts are among our most won der ful bless ings, and the
Ad ver sary is used to train us for his own ul ti mate de feat. 
The an cient Phrygians of Asia Mi nor had a leg end that ev -
ery time they con quered an en emy, they ab sorbed the
phys i cal strength of their vic tims and added to their own
strength and brav ery.  And in truth, meet ing temp ta tion
vic to ri ously dou bles our spir i tual strength and weap onry.
There fore it is pos si ble not only to de feat our en emy but
also to cap ture him and make him fight in our ranks.

The prophet Isa iah tells of “fly(ing) upon the shoul ders
of the Philistines” (Is. 11:14 KJV).  These Philistines were
their deadly foes, but this pas sage sug gests that they would
be able not only to con quer the Philistines but also to ride on
their backs to fur ther tri umphs.  Just as a skilled sailor can
use a head wind to carry him for ward, by us ing its im pel ling
power to fol low a zig zag course, it is pos si ble for us in our
spir i tual life, through the vic to ri ous grace of God, to turn
com pletely around the things that seem most un friendly and
un fa vor able.  Then we will be able to say con tin u ally, “What
has hap pened to me has re ally served to ad vance the gos pel”
(Phil. 1:12) from Life More Abun dantly.

A noted sci en tist, ob serv ing that the early sail ors be -
lieved the coral-build ing an i mals in stinc tively built up the
great reefs of the Atoll Is lands in or der to pro tect them selves
in the in ner wa ter way, has dis proved this be lief.  He has
shown these or gan isms can only live and thrive fac ing the
open ocean in the highly ox y gen ated foam of the com bat ive
waves.  It is com monly thought that a pro tected and easy life
is the best way to live.  Yet the lives of all the no blest and
stron gest peo ple prove ex actly the op po site and that the en -
dur ance of hard ship is the mak ing of the per son.  It is the fac -
tor that dis tin guishes be tween merely ex ist ing and liv ing a
vig or ous life.  Hard ship builds char ac ter.  Se lected

But thanks be to God, who al ways leads us in tri um -
phal pro ces sion in Christ and through us spreads ev ery -
where the fra grance of the knowl edge of him.  II
Co rin thi ans 2:14.

 Taken from Streams in the Desert 
by L. B. Cowman, Copyrighted.
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Up Date

Words/The ‘WORD’!

At times I seem to be at loss  how to im press and mo ti -
vate you to pray and give for this ‘min is try’ and yet let -
ting the  love of CHRIST mo ti vate you!

Word of mouth is the best ad ver tis ing for the ‘Good
News’; but sec ondly prob a bly the ‘printed page’ eco -
nom i cally!  How many things do we pur chase be cause
a friend or rel a tive raves about some thing?

We are seek ing to be found ‘faith ful’ in ‘con tend ing
ear nestly for the faith’, Jude 3; es pe cially in the area
of Lutherandom.  ‘Chris tian ity’ is ex pe ri enc ing a spir i -
tual cri sis that is ren der ing main line con gre ga tions no
lon ger rel e vant in the ex ten sion of Christ’s king dom. 
Chris tians trea sured their creed - Je sus is Lord and
have paid a ‘price’ for their faith ful ness to this creed. 
Com pro mise is ‘sell ing’ out of our Lord and His Word!

For many years the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed -
er a tion/Morn ing Glory has been among oth ers in ‘con -
tend ing ear nestly for the faith’: thus this ‘min is try’ is
be ing used to ‘awaken’ a sleep ing church and in spire
in di vid ual Chris tians to be stead fast for the Lord.  As
Chris tians we dare not re main neu tral in the bat tle
for Truth!  The time for stand ing on the side lines is
past (NEVER should a ‘Chris tian’ stand on the side -
lines!)  God bless all who stand strong and cou ra -
geous for truth and free dom; yet there are some who
have ‘con vic tions’ but not ‘cour age’ to stand thereon. 
By the GRACE and power of God ‘we’ are ‘con tend -
ing ear nestly for the faith.’  

Your tax-de duct ible con tri bu tion, large or small, is
crit i cal to this ‘min is try’.  Use the en closed en ve lope to 
send your con tri bu tion.

Please ac cept our thanks and ap pre ci a tion for your
prayers, fel low ship, and fi nan cial sup port.  Whether
you have been with us many years or joined us more
re cently in lift ing high the Cross, you are a fel low ser -
vant of Christ and an im por tant part of all we do.  

March’s In come for Morn ing Glory is app. $2715.25

The ac tual cost of pub lish ing and mail ing each is sue
(monthly) of the Morn ing Glory is app. $2,000; plus
there are def i nite other no tice able ex penses.
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UNABLE!
For those of you who will not be at tend ing the An -
nual Con fer ence of the HLIF at Westby, WI, I
have a ‘spe cial chal lenge’ for you:  Would you not
only be in spe cific prayer for the con fer ence, but
give an ‘ex tra’ do na tion to help cover the ex -
penses?

PLEASE!
Morn ing Glory read ers:  When you have a
change in your ad dress, please no tify us, AS re -
turned Morn ing Glory’s costs us in post age. 
ALSO, when death takes a sub scriber of the MG
and there is no one else at that dwell ing to re -
ceive the same, please no tify us.  Thank you so
much for your co op er a tion.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Of The Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion/Morn ing Glory

At Bethesda Lu theran Breth ren Church 

Westby, Wis con sin (Pas tor Paul Tjelta, Host Pas tor)

June 7-9, 2013 (Fri day Eve ning through Sunday
Noon)

Conference Theme:
WORDS FOR OUR DAY

SCHEDULE

Fri day Eve. Ser vice at 7:30 pm. Guest Speaker: Pas tor
Jim Haga – “How Do You Per ceive the Bi ble?” from
Gen. 7:6-12

Sat ur day

9:00 - 9:30 am. -  Prayer Time

9:30 - 10 am. - Cof fee/Re fresh ments

10:00 - 10:55 am - Guest Speaker: Pas tor Lindell
Quam

11:10 - 12:00 pm -Fel low ship Time (Tes ti mo nies,

 Hymn/Gos pel Singspiration)

Noon Meal at the Church

1:15 - 2:10 pm - Pas tor Jim Haga – “How Do You Per -
ceive God?” from Job 40:1-5

2:20 - 3:15 pm  - Pas tor Lindell Quam

3:15 - 3:45 pm - Cof fee/Re fresh ments

3:45 pm - An nual Meet ing of the Hauge Lu theran
Innermisison Fed er a tion

(HLIF Board Meet ing fol low ing An nual Mtg.)

7:00 pm - Pas tor Jim Haga – “How Do You Per ceive
Je sus?” from John 8:1-11

Sunday

9:30 am.  Wor ship Ser vice: Pas tor Lindell Quam

10:45 am  Clos ing Ses sion – Guest Speaker: Pas tor
Rodney Stueland – Scrip tural In fant Baptism

These con fer ence(s) are in tended for YOU to be
richly blessed: thus YOU might be even a greater

bless ing unto oth ers:

Thus GOD MIGHT BE GLORIFIED!

WELCOME: 

(come with a prayer ful, ex pec tant, hun gry heart!)

Lo cal Mo tels and Meals Con ve nient.


